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Columbia Orchestra performs “Billy The Kid”
Saturday, February 1, 2014 at 7:30pm and Sunday, February 2, 2014 at 3:00

Jim Rouse Theatre, Wilde Lake High School, 5460 Trumpeter Road, Columbia, MD 20144

(Columbia, MD) The Columbia Orchestra's 2013-2014 season continues on Saturday, February 1, 2014 and 
Sunday, February 2, 2014 with two audience favorites from the 20th century and a new work from the 21st. The 
concert begins with the local premiere of the winning work from its Sixth American Composer Competition, 
Michael Djupstorm’s Scene et Pas de deux. The work was selected by a jury out of over 100 works submitted 
by composers from across the country. Djupstrom will introduce the work at the concert and discuss his music 
at the pre-concert discussion.  Next, pianist Michael Sheppard joins the orchestra to perform Rachmaninoff's 
exciting Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini.  The program will conclude with Billy the Kid by American 
composer Aaron Copland.  Bill Scanlan Murphy, music department faculty member at Howard Community 
College, will offer a free lecture one hour before each concert. Single tickets are on sale now. For more 
information or to purchase tickets, call (410) 465-8777 or visit www.columbiaorchestra.org.

“This is a particularly fun program for us and is very family-friendly,” says Music Director Jason Love, 
currently celebrating his 15th season with the orchestra. “The Copland and Rachmaninoff are audience favorites 
that need to be heard live to really appreciate them, and it’s great to have such an engaging unfamiliar work 
share the bill with such famous masterpieces.”

Tickets: $25/$20 Adult, $21/$16 Seniors, $12/$10 Student. Visit www.columbiaorchestra.org or call 410.465-
8777. A $2 ticket processing fee will apply for online and phone orders. 

Michael Sheppard, pianist, is known as a pianist of dazzling virtuosity and penetrating musicianship. Trained 
by the legendary Leon Fleisher and the scholarly but passionate Ann Schein at the Peabody Conservatory, 
Michael was selected by the American Pianists Association as a Classical Fellow. This designation led to the 
recording of his Harmonia Mundi CD of 2007 and another recording soon to be released.  The APA fellowship 
provided a tour of Southern Asia and the Middle East, done in collaboration with the US Department of State. 
During this tour, he performed with numerous national orchestras, played chamber music with resident 
ensembles, and played in solo recitals as well as diplomatic events.  Back in the US, Mr. Sheppard made his 
debut at the Kennedy Center and has since performed standard piano repertoire with numerous orchestras 
nationwide.  He has returned to Asia, Europe and performed at Carnegie Hall as well. Receiver of a 
Tanglewood Music Center Fellowship and another from the LaGesse Foundation, Sheppard took a major prize 
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in the National Federation of Music Clubs National Competition.  Michael Sheppard is a native of Philadelphia 
and resides in Baltimore where he often enjoys performing chamber music with Baltimore Symphony Principal 
cellist Dariusz Skorazewski and Hong Kong Philharmonic Concertmaster Igor Yuzefovich in the Monument 
Trio. He is also a teacher at the Baltimore School for the Arts.

The work of composer and pianist Michael Djupstrom has been recognized through honors and awards from 
institutions such as the American Academy of Arts and Letters, the Chinese Fine Arts Society, the UK’s Delius 
Society, and the Académie musicale de Villecroze, among many others. His compositions have been presented 
across the United States, Europe, and Asia and have been released on numerous commercial recordings. As a 
pianist, he has appeared at festivals and in cities throughout the world. Djupstrom was born in St. Paul, 
Minnesota in 1980 and studied music formally at the University of Michigan and the Curtis Institute of Music. 
Other training included fellowships at the Tanglewood Music Center, the Aspen Music Festival, and the 
Brevard Music Center, as well as studies in Paris with Betsy Jolas. He currently lives in Philadelphia, where he 
teaches at the Curtis Institute of Music.
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